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ÅWhat is LEED?
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LEED stands for:  Leadership in 

Energy and 

Environmental 

Design.

LEED was Developed by the United States Green Building

Council as a guide for building owners to help protect the

environment and save money in the long term by

implementing specific environmentally friendly and cleaner

building guidelines for construction and design.

What is LEED?



Benefits of LEED Certification

Benefits for buildings/owners:

ÅLEED Rating System is flexible, not 

óone-size-fits-allô approach

ÅLower energy costs

ÅHigher employee comfort and work 

output

ÅñBuilding green is cost-effective and 

makes financial senseò

ÅEnvironmental responsibility

ÅIncreased resale value

ÅNationally accepted benchmark

ÅShort payback period

ÅIdentifies highly efficient buildings

ÅRecognizes building design

ÅWhole building approach

ÅIncreases building performance

Benefits for individuals:

ÅListing on USGBC website of LEED APs

ÅLEED AP Certificate

ÅAssist project with one point

ÅValuable & marketable credential



LEED 3.0 (LEED 2009):

üCertification Points:

ÅCertified 40-49 points

ÅSilver 50-59 points

ÅGold 60-79 points

ÅPlatinum 80 +

ü3 LEED Credentials

ÅLEED Green Associate

ïBasic exam (+ 15 CEs)

ÅLEED Accredited Professional

ï GA exam plus specialty

(+ 30 CEs)

ÅLEED Fellowship ïTBD

ÅCE hours every two years

Changes in LEED 3.0 from v2.2

LEED 2.2:

üCertification Points :

ÅCertified 26-32 points

ÅSilver 33-38 points

ÅGold 39-51 points

ÅPlatinum 52-69 points

üLEED AP Exam to become

certified

ÅLifetime certification



LEED Rating System



Å LEED is a point based system to evaluate a buildingôs compliance to 

LEED standards.

Å To achieve LEED-NC certification, buildings must meet all

prerequisites in the Rating System and earn a minimum of 40 points

(LEED-NC). The flexibility of the Rating System allows building

owners, managers, and practitioners to determine which credits to

pursue based on performance goals. LEED for New Construction

ratings are awarded according to the following point thresholds.

LEED 2009 - New Construction Ratings:

Ç Certified 40-49 points 

Ç Silver 50-59 points 

Ç Gold 60-79 points 

Ç Platinum 80-110 points

LEED Point System



The LEED for New Construction (Building Design +

Construction) Rating System is designed to guide and

distinguish high-performance commercial and institutional

projects, including: office buildings, high-rise residential

buildings, government buildings, recreational facilities,

manufacturing plants and laboratories.

New Construction

The LEED-NC Rating System

promotes improved practices in:

Å Site selection and development

Å Water and energy use

Å Environmentally preferred construction

products, finishes and furnishings

Å Waste stream management

Å Indoor environmental quality

Å Innovation in sustainable design and

construction


